
Partial Seams 

 

Partial seams are seams that you sew part of the way. And then you go and sew the rest of the seams 

and you come back to that final seam and you sew it the rest of the way. By using a partial seam, you 

avoid having to make an inset seam, as shown here. 

 

So this was sewn all the way, and now when I'm going to sew this last piece on, I'm going to have to 

sew it and stop and make an inset seam at this point. So partial seams make your work easier. 

So how does this work, first I cut out all my pieces. And the first seam I'm going to sew is between this 

center piece and this navy piece and I'm only going to sew part of the seam and when I open it up, it 

looks like this. Now I'm going to take the next piece and after I press this, I would put right sides 

together and I sew this nice straight seam, very easy. I would get something that looks like this. Next, 

I'm going to sew this next piece, down here. Once again, it's a nice easy seam to sew, I'm going to put 

right sides together, sew through that; I'm going to end up with a piece that's going to be ready to put 

the next piece in, over here. So, once again, I'm going to put right sides together and sew that long 

seam, I get something that looks like this. 

 

Now, I'm ready to go back to this partial seam. You turn it over, I'm going to line that up, and then I 

would sew down, so it's just sewing a straight seam. And, once again, I avoid that inset seam. 

So my final piece has that seam sewn, let's get it where it was, has that final seam sewn all the way 

across and there's my block. 


